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FEBRUARY. 


nerally eight petals formed like a star — its leaves 
are heart-shaped, and a number of small tubers 
lie around the root. This flower is the earliest of 
the Ranunculus tribe, and is also called the Pile- 
wort Crowfoot. — Wordsworth thus speaks of it 

“ Ere a leaf is on tlie bush, 

In the time before the thrush 
Has a thought about its nest. 

Thou wilt come with half a call. 

Spreading out thy glossy breast 
Like a careless prodigal ; 

Telling tales about the sun. 

When we’ve little warmth or none.”| 

We have a number of other species of Crowfoot 
growing in our meadows and floating on our lakes ; 
but they blossom later in the year. Amongst the 
uumber may be enumerated the Creeping Crow- 
foot, ( Ranunculus repens), found plentifully in 
arable land, together with the Corn Crowfoot 
( R. arvensis); the Acrid or Meadow Crowfoot 
( R. dcris ), very much resembling the Butter- 
cup ( R. bulbosus ), but is more frequently seen, 
and has not a bulbous root or reflexed calyx (the 
little leaves beneath the blossom), by which it is 
principally distinguished. It is named from pos- 
sessing the vesicatory principle in a high degree, 
and if cattle eat much of it, it blisters their 
mouths. The Celery-leaved Crowfoot (R. scele - 
rdtus ), which is also very acrid, is said to be used 
by beggars to produce artificial sores.— All the 
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foregoing species have divided leaves ; but the 
two following have spear-shaped ones : the Great 
Spearwort ( R* lingua), and the Lesser Spear- 
wort ( R. fiammula), and grow in marshes. The 
Water Crowfoot ( R. aquatilis ), is found with 
its white blossoms floating on our rivers and 
lakes; and the Ivy Crowfoot ( R. hederdceous ), 
has diminutive blossoms, and its favorite haunt is 
moist ditches.— We shall speak more fully of the 
Buttercup and some other species, when we come 
to the month in which they bloom. 

The next flower we observe is the 

DANDELION, 

( Leontodon Taraxacum ), 

With its large yellow blossoms. Its name is 
derived from the Greek words for lion and tooth, 
from the tooth-like margin of the leaves. It be- 
longs to the natural order Composite, or com- 
pound flowers, having a number of florets enclosed 
in a common calyx— each a tube with a strap- 
shaped corolla. It is arranged in the Linnean 
system in the class Syngenesia equalis , having 
all the florets perfect, that is, each with stamens 
and pistils. There are few of all the flowers that 
nature spreads wild and free over copse and moor, 
and crumbling wall, but what are looked upon 
with more favour than the Dandelion ; yet exa- 
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